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Who we are

BC Agriculture in the Classroom 
Foundation (BCAITC) is a non-profit, 
charitable organization that works with 
educators to bring agriculture and food 
education to students throughout the 
province. 

Together with farmers, teachers, and 
agriculture specialists, we teach 
students about where their food comes 
from and the importance of farming 
and agriculture in British Columbia. 



• To promote the value of agriculture, sustainable food 
systems, and the protection of BC's agricultural resource base 
to our educators, students, and society.

• To provide educators and students with quality educational 
resources, programs, and other agricultural information that 
highlight agriculture as an important part of our economy and 
way of life.

• To enable students to make informed decisions about food 
choices, food safety, the importance of local supplies of food, 
and other agricultural products.

• To partner with the education, agriculture, health, and 
business communities to develop, implement, and evaluate 
quality initiatives.

• To promote careers in agriculture as a viable and desirable 
career choice.

• To build the relationship between BCAITC and its stakeholders 
to accomplish the purpose of the Foundation.

Goals
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FRESH for KIDS



GOAL: Ensure every child in BC has access to healthy, nutritious, 
local food from BC growers, farmers and producers.  

Nourishing BC’s Future

Our mission through Fresh for Kids isn't just about feeding children – it's about investing in BC's future. 

When BC food is incorporated into school food programs, we not only help students access quality, fresh food 
but also help local farmers, producers, and processors thrive.

$10 provides multiple fresh, healthy BC foods for a student through the school year.

Every dollar invested in FRESH for KIDS creates multiple returns: improved student nutrition, strengthened 
local agriculture, enhanced food literacy, and more resilient communities.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/growbc-feedbc-buybc/feed-bc-and-the-bc-food-hub-network/institutional-partnerships/feed-bc-in-k-12-schools
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/growbc-feedbc-buybc/feed-bc-and-the-bc-food-hub-network/institutional-partnerships/feed-bc-in-k-12-schools


What's Changed?

New Name: FRESH for KIDS
The BC School Fruit & Vegetable 

Nutritional Program has been renamed to 

FRESH for KIDS.

Fundraising Platform: 
freshforkids.ca

The program now has a dedicated 

fundraising platform at freshforkids.ca to 

support its mission.

Enhanced Product & Delivery 
Options

The program offers expanded fresh and 

shelf-stable products plus more flexibility 

in delivery schedules to better meet the 

needs of BC schools.

These key changes to the program's name, expanded product offerings, flexible delivery 
options and fundraising platform reflect FRESH for KIDS' ongoing commitment to delivering 

fresh, local products to BC schools while making the program more accessible, equitable and 
engaging for all communities throughout BC.



What Remains the Same?

Commitment to BC Schools
The program continues to partner with 

schools across British Columbia to deliver 

fresh, local BC products.

High-Quality Local Produce
The program continues to source fresh 

fruits and vegetables from BC farmers, 

ensuring the highest quality for students.

Support for Student Nutrition and 
Learning

The program's core mission of promoting 

healthy eating and supporting student 

well-being remains unchanged.

While the program has been rebranded, our commitment to providing BC students with fresh, 
local products and supporting their nutrition and learning remains our top priority.



Evaluation and 
planning for the 
upcoming school 
year begins, 
including new 
product listings 
based on 
demand/interest

BCAITC Annual Procurement and Delivery Timeline 
Schools can receive product deliveries for up to 27 weeks of the school year

June

September to June
May/June
Program deliveries in 
existing year are 
wrapping up; 
evaluation concludes

Contracts for 
price and 
volume are 
confirmed with 
vendors, locking 
in certainty of 
supply and 
pricing for the 
School year

Scheduling 
and program 
planning is 
prepared for 
the start of 
the School 
year

Budgeting is set; 
growth plans are 
solidified with 
Industry and 
community  
partners; program 
evaluation 
commences

Program is delivered to Schools throughout BC, including Elementary, High Schools, First 
Nations schools and Independent Schools. BCAITC communicates directly with all 
Schools/Districts and supply partners, as needs arise.  

April/May

BCAITC initiates 
interest in renewal 
with Schools, Districts, 
Growers/Producers, 
Distribution Partners 
and Sponsors/Donors

July

Commitments & 
orders from 
Schools/Districts

January March

Contracts are 
confirmed with 
final mile delivery 
partners

All Schools and supply 
partners receive 
delivery information 
for the school year; 
schedules are set

Product starts to pack 
and ship

August



How It Works
Inventory is shipped to 
centralized warehouses from 
Producers

Centralized warehouses receive 
cases from growers and organize 
shipments for the end customer 

(the school); assembling loads for 
multiple schools to be shipped to 
the retail store closest to school

BCAITC Orders from 
Producers Weekly, for 

distribution 3 weeks out

Centralized warehouses 
forward inventory tagged to 

each school to nearest 
community grocery stores

Local retail stores serve as safe 
cold storage and protection of 
inventory, until it is handed off 

for final stage of delivery to 
individual schools. 

BCAITC local courier/drivers 
who picks up from local 

retail stores (or other 
remote partners) location

Contracted couriers deliver into schools 
according to a pre-determined schedule

BCAITC communicates via 
their web portal to all 
schools and supply 
partners as needed



Objective: provide healthy, affordable BC grown and 
produced fruits, vegetables, dairy, protein and shelf-stable 
products to all BC students and their communities through 
a stabilized, predictable and reliable food procurement and 
distribution pipeline. 

ADVANCE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO STUDENT NUTRITION
•Leverage more efficient, reliable & sustainable food supply chains to all communities 
throughout BC, including remote and underserved locations.

•Amplify, enable and give market certainty to localized food supply systems and value 
chains for the benefit of children who are experiencing food insecurity. 

•Unlock a scalable, commercially viable, and sustainable food system that allows for 
stability, reliability, growth and food system health for all.

•Create jobs and related economic health in all participating communities.



To learn more 
about our 

programs and 
initiatives 

across BC, visit 
us at bcaitc.ca
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