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History of LunchLAB (at Lord Roberts)

• Started as a partnership with 
Growing Chefs and Fresh 
Roots

• Chef TJ Conwi, a parent from 
Lord Roberts, co-founded 
program and was first chef-in-
residence

• Initially funded through support 
from City of Vancouver and 
Farm to Cafeteria Canada 
(didn’t receive support from 
VSB and provincial funding 
until 2023)

• First pilots in Spring 2019
• Fully launched in Fall 2019



● Students at Roberts from Grade 2-7 participate 
weekly in Edible Education classes (as part of 
prep) and are involved in hands-on food 
literacy learning. 

● As an extension of Edible Education student 
chefs from Grade 6 and 7 can apply to be part 
of the LunchLAB Chef Team and work with the 
Chefs-in-Residence. They are meaningfully 
involved in food preparation in cohorts of 8-10 
once a week for 5 weeks. Over 100 student 
chefs this year. 

● Grade 5 and 6 students can be on Clean 
Team, with almost 100 participating this year.

● LunchLAB currently takes place 2 times a 
week, with up to 220 students eating together

Edible Education and LunchLAB
at Lord Roberts



Reach of LunchLAB:
Lord Roberts and beyond

• Up to 220 students a day, 
twice a week, at Lord 
Roberts

• ~900 students weekly 
across all 5 LunchLAB
schools 





Parental Contributions

• Parents asked to 
contribute $6 / meal on a 
pay-what-you can model

• Parent contributions 
roughly cover food costs 
(across LunchLAB
schools with parent 
contribution)

• Parent volunteers 
involved in supporting 
preparation and clean-up



Successes and Challenges
Creating a model to engage all students



LunchLAB Student Outcomes
and Curriculum Connections


